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SENATE BI LL 5833

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl, W.od, Spanel, Wnsley, Bauer, Prince, MAuliffe
Patt erson, Goings and Cke

Read first time 02/14/97. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to tuition stability; anmending RCW 28B. 15. 066;
addi ng a new section to chapter 28B. 15 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that by prom sing

students and famlies that tuition will not continue to increase while
a student earns an undergraduate degree, Washington’s undergraduate

students and their famlies wll have affordable, predictable, and
stable tuition. The legislature further finds that this tuition
promse wll inprove access to state institutions of higher education

by providing a strong economc incentive for students to conplete a
degree within one hundred eighty credits.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 28B. 15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The tuition fees under RCW 28B. 15. 067 shall not increase for
undergraduate resident students until the student has earned one
hundred eighty credits or has exceeded four consecutive years as a

full-time student or eight consecutive years as a part-tinme student.
Eligibility periods for part-tine study shall be reduced by any peri ods
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of full-time study. The tuition rate under RCW 28B.15.067 for
nonr esi dent under graduate students shall not exceed the rate in effect
on the first day of the academ c year in which the student enrolled in
a state institution of higher education as a resident undergraduate
st udent .

(2) If a student transfers to another state institution of higher
education before the student has nmet the tinme or credit requirenments
under subsection (1) of this section, the student shall not be charged
the tuition fees that exceed the tuition fees in effect for that
institution on the first day of the academ c year when the student
enroll ed as a resident undergraduate student in Washi ngton.

Sec. 3. RCW28B. 15. 066 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 9 s 3 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

It is the intent of the legislature that:

In making appropriations from the state’s general fund to
institutions of higher education, each appropriation shall conformto
the foll ow ng:

(1) The appropriation shall be increased by any resident

undergraduate tuition increases authorized by the | eqgislature but not

paid by students under section 2 of this act;

(2) The appropriation shall not be reduced by the amount of
operating fees revenue estinmated to be collected fromstudents enrol | ed
at the state-funded enroll nment | evel specified in the omi bus bienni al
operating appropriations act;

((21)) (3) The appropriation shall not be reduced by the amount of
operating fees revenue collected from students enrolled above the
state-funded level, but wthin the over-enrollnent Ilimtations,
specified in the omi bus biennial operating appropriations act; and

((3))) (4) The general fund state appropriation shall not be
reduced by the anobunt of operating fees revenue collected as a result
of waiving less operating fees revenue than the anmounts authorized
under RCW 28B. 15. 910.

~-- END ---
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